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SUBJECT: RTG-GOM TALKS ON MUSLIMS IN THAILAND 

1. DURING A CONVERSATION WITH ZAITON IBRAHIM, MOFA 
SECRETARY GENERAL, ON THE ISLAMIC CONPERENCE, HE EXPRESSED 
EMBARRASSMENT AND REGRET ABOUT MINISTER ASRI’S STATEMENT 
ON SOUTHERN THAILAND, AND SAID IT WAS PARTICULARLY 
UNPORTUNATE THAT PL HAD BEEN MADE DURING ISLAMIC FOREIGN 
MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE. ASRI, HE CONTINUED, WAS EXPRESSING 
PERSONAL VIEW THAT ASPIRATIONS POR GRETER AUTONOMY 
AMONG THE MALAYSIAN MOSLEMS WAS UNDERSTANDABLE, A VIEW 
SHARED BY MUCH OF HIS CONSTITUENCY IN THE BORDERING 
STATE OP KELANTAN. 

2. ZAITON WENT ON TO SAY, SOMEWHAT PLAINTIVELY, THAT 

IN BOTH THE PHILIPPINES AND THAILAND, GOVERNMENT NEGLECT 
OP MOSLEM MINORITIES HAD CREATED LOCAL TENSIONS AND 
DISSATISPACTION WHICH PLOWED ACROSS THE BORDER AND 
THRUST THE PROBLEMS ONTO THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT. 

"WE WOULD OBVIOUSLY PREPER NOT BEING INVOLVED," HE 
SAID, "BUT OUR CITIZENS HAVE PAMILY AND RELIGIOUS TIES 
WHICH IGNORE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARIES. 

3. HE SAID THAT HE HAD SEEN PRESS REPORTS THAT RTG 
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WAS CONSIDERING CALLING POR A MEETING BETWEEN SANYA 
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AND RAZAK TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN THAILAND. 

HE THOUGHT IT UNWISE FOR GOM TO ENTER SUCH TALKS BECAUSE 
IT WOULD IMPLY SOME OFFICIAL GOM ROLE ON RESPONSIBILITY 
IN DEALING WITH THE PROBLEM IN SOUTHERN THAILAND. AT 
THE SAME TIME REFUSAL TO TALK WOULD SUGGEST THE GOM HAD 
SOMETHING TO HIDE AND WOULD BE INCONSISTENT WITH CLOSE 
BILATERAL AND ASEAN RELATIONSHIP WITH THAILAND. IF 
REQUEST WAS MADE, HE SAW NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO AGREE. 

UNDERHILL 
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